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greens, in fact, any colour but red was used, but
that was before Western influence introduced the
sombre aspect and long face to a funeral. The
flowers are imaginary in their form but show in-
clinations towards being dalhias and the like,
depending upon the season of the year. Buds
are favoured, but Mr. Maki denied that full blown
flowers are avoided because of their depressing
significance, <cWe simply think buds are pret-
tier," he said.
Mr. Maki's fee also includes the arrangement
of the coffin, the advertisement of the death notice
in the newspaper, the arrangement of the funeral
procession cars for guests, the furnishing of pro-
per tents, tables and chairs at the funeral, and he
will even rent silk toppers and tails to the mour-
ners if they do not own them. In fact, an under-
taker in Japaa must be a sort of jack-of-all-trades,
a combination interior decorator, florist and car-
penter.
The two biggest single items of expense on
an undertaker's bill are, of course, the shroud .and
the coffin. A good shroud of the finest white silk is
priced at about 100 yen in Mr, Makf s shop, but
cotton and linen substitutes are used and are
much cheaper. "Some folks make their own and
cheap cotton ones can be made for about a yen/'